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324 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGY. 

First Supplement to a Manual of the Writings in Middle Eng- 
lish, 1050-1400. Additions and Modifications to Septem- 
ber, 1918. By John Edwin Wells, M. L., M. A., Ph. D., 
Professor of English in Connecticut College. Yale Uni- 
versity Press, 1 91 9. 

Professor Wells, by publishing this ninety-page Supplement, 
is still keeping us in his debt. Following the arrangement of 
the larger work, it corrects such errors and omissions in the 
other as have come to notice, and records publications which 
appeared between September, 191 5, and September, 1918. 
Information about German publications later than 1914, and 
especially later than 1917, is admittedly and necessarily incom- 
plete. The relatively small number and importance of errors 
and omissions found in the Manual make the request for for- 
bearance in its preface now seem quite needless. The omissions 
were largely of obscure, early and unimportant editions and 
the like, and the errors often small oversights in punctuation 
and spelling of names. The Supplement, therefore, serves well 
to increase our trust in the Manual and our estimation of it. 

Professor Wells indicates that he is to bring out a further 
supplement in the future, and also (which is good news) a 
similar book on the fifteenth century literature not treated in 
the Manual. For this he invites suggestions and information. 
One cannot help wishing that he would see fit here to abandon 
his earlier custom of dividing his book into two separate parts, 
in one of which he summarizes facts and opinions without 
naming (as a rule) the critics and their works, and in the other 
lists critics and works without summarizing their facts and 
opinions. This means that the first and far larger part, really 
a literary history, may become antiquated with the advance of 
historical knowledge, perhaps in a generation or less. A 
summarizing bibliography, besides often saving the reader's 
time, can never become antiquated. 

John S. P. Tatlock. 

Stanford University. 



